
Page 

 
Volume 4 Number 1                                                                                                                    Week of May 24, 2026 

Newsletter of the CEN-TEX Division 4, Lone Star Regions, NMRA 
www.centexnmra.org                               www.connections2026.com 

 

 

  

S 

 

 

 

                 The Cen-Tex Eagle is THREE! 
Third Anniversary issue. 

 

           

 Superintendentôs Report 

Hi Folks, 

Itôs that time again. We had our last meeting before the LSR Convention. We brought 
everyone up to date on the convention preparations and I have to say, the committee has 
done a wonderful job pulling this together on such an abbreviated schedule. We have: 

1. 40+ clinics scheduled 
2. a couple of interesting (and free) prototype tours 
3. 3 special guests 
4. 30+ layouts to tour 
5. A number of operating sessions, including 2 at the convention site 
6. A selection of non-rail functions 
7. And much more! 
 
We hope to see many of you at the convention next month. If you are coming, and are 

willing to judge contest entries (no experience needed), please let the registration desk 
know when you check in. 
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 Superintendentôs Report, cont. 

We had both John Larson and Frolin Marek give presentations this month. John presented on 3D printing and some of his 
successes and trials. Frolin presented on operating sessions in Kansas City. 

Both presentations were interesting, informative and a little humorous.  We had a number of folks show some of their 
projects for our show and tell section and there is some great work happening in our division! We then had the usual Deals 
or Duds giveaway.   
Our layout tour this month was at Tim Giraudôs. 
 

If you wish to present a clinic or host a layout tour in the future, please let me know. 
 

The next scheduled meeting will be on Saturday July 11th at our normal location. As usual, it will also 
be live on Zoom with the link sent out on Thursday July 9th . 
Take care, 
Doug 

Thereôs still time to register!!!! 
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The following article is reprinted from Scale Rails, Volume 76, Number 10, Issue 831, June 2010 pp. 32-35 in the hope 
that those who might be giving a clinic at the LSR Convention this June can find some pointers. 
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May 9th Meeting Wrap-up 

 

ñThe usual suspectsò                           John talks about 3D printing         Frolinôs OPS weekend 

   

          Michaelôs 3D prints            Bobôs Campbell Coaling Tower    Brian is ñgrowing his ownò super tree sea foam 

                                  

Johnôs N Scale Gondolaôs for the Zilker Zephyr                Samôs N Scale Portland and Western SD-7 

  Wayneôs Australian RY Trestle                                          page 7 
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Timôs Goose Creek and Sour Lake and Western RR 
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Russ T. Raleôs Trip to the PRRT&HS meeting in Gettysburg PA. 

Rusty took a trip to Pennsylvania for the PRRT&HS meeting and saw lots of prototype and model railroading. 

Frederick County Society of Model Engineers 

Located inside a C&O horse car at the Walkersville Southern Railroad.  The HO layout is 56 feet long and has DCC. 
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The following 3 layouts are all scale O and are all within 5 miles of each other. 
Tim Rasinskiôs Blackfork Road 

                                       

Typical Pennsylvania Farm                                                                            Mail Pouch Tobacco Farm                              

                                         
Company Town                       Gettysburg Observation Tower and re-enactors 

Rich Randallôs Milwaukee Road 

                                             

Cementipede                                                                                                       Dome car is crowded today              page 11   
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Engine Terminal                                                                                                   Bridge with catenary 

Ken Kimeôs Western Maryland Dutch Line 

    

Mountain Farm                                               Fall Colors                                                  Farmhouse near the tunnel 

   

Town Park                                                 ñThe door to hellò Western Maryland legend 
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Cumberland Valley Model Railroad Club 
The Club has its own building and has operating trains in every single scale.  Trains are everywhere from garden railroad 

gauges hanging from the ceiling to T gauge (not TT) in a small cabinet).  Below are photos of both the 3 rail O scale and HO 
layouts. 

     

                                                                    Notice the operating trolley bus 
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                                                                                                                                               Corn Maze 

   
Scale model of the original Nathanôs  
in Coney Island NYC 

PRRT&HS Model Room 
 

    
Gus Minardiôs awesome collection of PRR Gondolas with loads.  
 

     
Bruce Smithôs passenger cars                                                              Kirk Fisher ós Towers                                            page 14 
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 Cale Leiphartôs Lego Trains                                                    Northeast Corridor Historical Society Layout 

 
  

Real Trains 
 

   
 

   
                                                                                                     ƶWhere is Russ T Rale? Answer next issue 
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               Where is Russ T. Rale?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
In The Eagle Vol 3 number 12 we asked: Where is Russ T. Rale? 
 
The answer: The PRR Power Directorôs Office in Harrisburg PA. 
 

In 1915, the Pennsylvania Railroad began electrifying the eastern portion of its railroad, realizing faster 
travel times, cost savings, and less pollution over the standard steam locomotives of the time. Much of 
the electricity used by the PRR was generated by the Safe Harbor Hydroelectric Dam on the 
Susquehanna River. 
Harrisburg (and Enola, just across the Susquehanna River) marked the western terminus of the PRRôs 
electrification project. The Power Directorôs Office, located on the second floor of the PRR station in 
Harrisburg, once controlled the electrical power in the overhead catenary system on the Main Line 
from Harrisburg, PA to Frazer, PA (near Philadelphia), the Trenton Line to a point near Morrisville, PA, 
and the low grade freight lines from Enola, PA to Safe Harbor and Parkesburg, PA.  
The Power Directorôs Office was transferred to Penn Central in 1968 and to Amtrak in 1971. In May of 
2022, the Harrisburg Chapter NRHS signed a lease agreement with Amtrak to preserve and restore the 
Power Directorôs Office. The organizationôs volunteers are now working to restore the equipment to 
operating condition, in order to make the PDO a fully interactive, hands-on experience for visitors. 
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A Tale of Logos 
 
At the PRRT@HS meeting in Gettysburg in May someone dropped off a box of railroad and model railroad magazines 
with a free sign on them.  Looking through the magazines, I found a NMRA Scale Rails magazine from June 2010.  On  
the cover it mentioned one of the articles inside called ñThe Prepared Clinicianò by Ron Morse, MMR.  Since Iôm giving  
two clinics at the LSR Convention in June, I figured I would take the magazine and see what good advice Ron had  
about giving clinics.  A scan of his article is included in this newsletter. 
 
While going through the magazine, there on the cover is the NMRA logo. Figure 1.  Inside, on page 9 is one of the  
NMRAôs 75th  anniversary logos.  Figure 2.  On page 12 there is the other NMRA 75th anniversary logo.  Figure 3, 
Of course my joy at seeing these ñheritageò logos was tempered when I got page 17 and saw Figure 4.  Throughout 
the rest of the magazine other parts of Figure 4 are printed with the wording ñItôs coming this Julyò. 
 

    
Figure 1                                           Figure 2                                                                  Figure 3 
 

                          
Figure 4                                              Figure 5 
 
I will let the reader decide? 
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Austin Model Railway Society  
HO Module Club 

Spring 2026 Schedule 

 

Come visit the Austin Model Railway Society 
and our 51x24 foot modular, Central-Texas-themed layout. 

(Scheduled, but always check www.austinrailway.org the Wednesday 
before to confirm. Sometimes the church needs their hall for an unplanned 
event such as a funeral.) 

Saturday, May 16, 9-4 Hope Presbyterian, 11512 Olson Dr, Austin 

Thurs-Sun, June 18-21  Lone Star Region NMRA Convention 
Wyndham Garden Hotel 3401 S I-35 Frontage 
Road 

Sign up on our email list at https://austinrailway.org/contact-form.html 
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Donate your Tyco! 

 

The Austin Model Railway Society is assembling ñStarter Train Setsò of donated, 
pre-2000s components for sale at Kingôs Hobby and Lionheart Hobbies. The aim is 

to provide an affordable entry into the hobby. 
 

Consider donating any out-of-date, Tyco-quality rolling stock and engines ï old 
X2f couplers, pizza cutter wheels, truck-mounted couplers, etc. 

  

Contact Christopher Chany at secretary@austinrailway.org  

or Steve Jackobs at president@austinrailway.org for info.  

 

 

www.austinrailway.org 
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Schuylkill River MRR limited-edition, HO scale 

10,000 Galllon ACF Tank Car 
  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Normal Retail is $49.99 to $54.99 each.   
If they mention the CODE Div4 we will let them go for $43.99 plus applicable shipping OR $199 plus 
applicable shipping for ALL five road numbers.  
  
Contact info would be: 
  
Brian Good  
Schuylkill River MRR Club   
215.582.6983  

B3good1@verizon.net 
                                                                                                                                                                                               page 20 
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Cincinnati Division 7ôs limited-edition, HO scale 
N&W HC-46 ACF 2-BAY COVERED HOPPER 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Cincinnati Division 7ôs limited-edition car is a HO scale, N&W HC-46 ACF 2-Bay 
Covered Hopper cars . This car is unique in that it is a repaint scheme with patched-out data. 
  
The following link provides details about it as well as pricing, shipping and ordering 
information. 
https://division7mid-centralregionnmra.godaddysites.com/car-projects 
  
It would be greatly appreciated if you would make your membership aware of this limited-
edition freight car by publicizing it in your Regionôs and/or Divisionôs web page, newsletter or 
email blast. 
  
We thank you in advance for your support! 
  
Paul Maciulewicz 
NMRA; MCR; Cincinnati Division 7 
Car Projects Chairman 

  

  

Still Available!!!!! 
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TIMETABLE       

 Train Show 
June 13-14, 2026 10-5 Sat, 10-4 Sun 

Tyler Area Train Show 
Whitehouse, TX 

  

LSR  Convention 
Hosted by Division 4 CenTex 

www.Connections2026.com  
Wyndham Garden Inn, June 18-20, 

2026 
Volunteer Now! 

  

Train Show 
June 24-26, 2026 10-5 Fri, Sat  
10-4 Sun 
East Texas & Gulf Summer Train Show 
Port Arthur. TX 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NMRA Division Meeting  
Saturday, July 11, 2026 

Centex Division Meeting 10 AM 
           Agenda: 
   Clinic: How about giving one? 
   LSR Convention 2026 Wrap-up 
   Show and tell 
   Deals and Duds 
   Lunch 
   Layout tour: How about yours? 
  
Ongoing Events 
Austin Steam Train   www.AustinSteamTrain.org 
  
Temple Railroad and Heritage Museum 
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Call for articles 
The goal for the Eagle is to be published approximately the week before our 
bi-monthly meetings (with a follow-up edition shortly after) with the hope  
of lightening some of Doug's work.  In order to do that we need your help.   

If you have a favorite tip, something from the good old days of  
Model Railroading, went to a hobby shop out of town that was  

awesome or just want to show some picture of your layout,  
please contact me at the email address in the Masthead. 

Thanks. 
Russ T. Rale 

  
¢I9 a!{¢I9!5 

Superintendent: Doug Taylor director@centexnmra.org or TXdoug@gmail.com 

 

Editor, Publisher, Reporter, Photographer and Copy Boy: Russ T. Rale 
 RussTRale@gmail.com 

 

Roving Reporter: Kit Built 

A note about the format of this issue of the Eagle.  Microsoft has stated that this fall  
Publisher, which was used to produce the Eagle, is being discontinued. This is the first  
attempt producing it in Word.  The Editor apologizes for any glitches that may appear. 
Thank you for your continued support. 
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